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WORLD VIEW | 13 September 2021

Biology must generate ideas as
well asdata

- -

( b Data should be a means to knowledge, not an end in themselves.
e

Paul Nurse

y f =

said. That admonishment, from one of the founders of molecular biology, who
established the nematode worm Caenorhabditis elegans as a model organism, is even
more relevant to biology today.
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» verb [no object] try to findsomething by looking or otherwiseseeking carefully and thoroughly:
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About SGD

The Saccharomyces Genome Database (SGD) provides comprehensive
integrated biological information for the budding yeast Saccharomyces

cerevisiae along with search and analysis tools to explore these data,

enabling the discovery of functional relationships between sequence and
gene products in fungi and higher organisms.

Hsfip-target genes (green) coalesce into foci after heat shock (nuclear pore complex, red).
Image courtesy of S. Chowdhary and A. Kainth, Gross Lab, LSU Health Sciences Center.
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Model organism databases are in jeopardy @@

Hugo J. Bellen &% @, E. J. A. Hubbard, Ruth Lehmann, Hiten D. Madhani, Lila Solnica-Krezel,
E. Michelle Southard-Smith
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Model organisms (MOs), including yeast, worm (C. elegans), fruit fly (Drosophila), zebrafish, frog (Xenopus),

mouse and rat, contribute greatly to our understanding of human development and disease. To be

successful,

centers and Hﬂﬁ‘iﬁ%%@t"'ﬁ@ﬁ“ﬁ‘:* D S Z*LBUDEEU?—G’\—Z
focuseson| NDKXENERIFN TV L EZRSEBELTVWET

especially the National Human G7‘ome Research Institute (NHGRI).

| We are deeply concerned that the support for these vital databases is in jeopardy due to large cuts in their |

| grant budgets.|We fear these budget cuts will slow biomedical research worldwide and create increased

waste of resources due to duplication of efforts. Indeed, the cuts threaten to erode access to reliable,
expertly fact-checked data and cause an increase in mis-information due to the degraded organization of

knowledge and information.
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